FOOD WASTE FREE

Date Labelling Coalition
Agreement UNITED

Less waste through greater clarity on date labelling

Food waste has a significant impact on the climate:

« 1/4 of food in the Netherlands is wasted annually

* 6% of greenhouse gases emissions from human activity in Europe are caused by food waste

+ 30% of all food that goes to waste is wasted by consumers

« 33.4 kilos of perfectly good food per person are wasted annually by consumers in the Netherlands

Food waste by consumers has been declining for some years. Now it is stagnating. We are out
of the easy solutions. More needs to be done, and we can do it.

As businesses, we take responsibility for our own waste, but also for that of consumers. We produce
and deliver beautiful products to be enjoyed, not for the rubbish bin. Consumers sometimes throw
away good food due to lack of proper information. This is where we as retailers and manufacturers can
help them. After all, we understand our products. We consider clarity concerning date marking to be
our responsibility, not just to guarantee quality but also to prevent unnecessary waste.

As the Dutch food industry we can set the tone here, leading by example and becoming the
front-runner in Europe!
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Confusion about date marking leads to food waste

10% of the food wasted by Dutch consumers at home is the result of confusion and lack of
knowledge about the Best Before and Use By dates on food®. We also see this confusion
about date marking in other EU countries.

This equates to 60 million kilos of good food; that’s 115 million meals or 175 million kg of CO2
equivalents per year in the Netherlands.

Clarifying date marking

Studies show that icons on the packaging and effective campaigns help consumers to better
understand the difference between the Best Before and Use By date?.

As the Dutch food industry we can set the tone here, leading by example and becoming the
front-runner in Europe!

Goal: less waste through greater clarity on date labelling

By July 2027, partners in the Date Labelling Coalition will:

Not indicate a Best Before date on products of their own brand where no expiry date is
required (as stipulated in Annex X of Regulation EU 1169/2011). The coalition decides
together on an alternative text for these products.

Include icons clarifying the Best Before and Use By dates on a minimum of 50% of the
products of their own brand. These icons are either the general icons of Food Waste Free
United® or the Too Good To Go icons (icons are also available in several European
languages). On products where icons are not possible, coalition partners will strive to place
only the text ‘Vaak goed na datum. Kijk, ruik, proef’ on Best Before products en ‘Gebruik voor
of op datum. Niet gebruiken na datum’ on Use By products.

Share five consumer information messages a year about date marking in the Netherlands
through their own channels (e.g. party's website or social media channels) to promote the
understanding and correct use of date marking among consumers, for example during the
Zero Waste Week. The information is in line with that provided by the Netherlands Nutrition
Centre to ensure uniformity.

Make efforts with (EU active) members of the Coalition to expand the list of exceptions under
Annex X of Regulation EU 1169/2011 to include other long-life products (at least in line with
advice from BuRO - NVWA/BuURO/2016//152)

1EC;ICFea., Jan. 2018

2 Janssen et al., 2019-2020; Toma et al. 2020; EU, 2018; Zeinstra et al. 2021

3 Developed in cooperation with the Dutch Nutition Center, Ministry of LNV and VWS, Too Good To Go and Wageningen Food

Based Research
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https://samentegenvoedselverspilling.nl/perskit
https://samentegenvoedselverspilling.nl/perskit
https://next.toogoodtogo.com/look-smell-taste
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5. Conduct research together with value chain partners to the possibility of relaxing the

requirement of minimum period to expiry of the Best Before date before delivery, and if
possible, make arrangements to shorten this period.

By July 2027, endorsers of the Date Labelling Coalition will:

Make efforts to expand the Coalition by communicating about and actively promoting the
Coalition to members and/or aligned companies;

Make efforts with (EU active) members of the Coalition to expand the list of exceptions under
Annex X of Regulation EU 1169/2011 to include other long-life products (at least in line with
advice from BURO - NVWA/BuRO/2016//152)

Coalition members regularly exchange information and experiences to learn from each other and to
maximise effectiveness and synergy.

Monitoring progress:

Food Waste Free United fulfils a coordinating and facilitating role for this Coalition.
Every six months, progress is recorded in a report by Coalition members.

Every quarter, a working group with representatives from each party meets to discuss
progress and exchange information and experiences.

Every year, decision-makers from each party meet to discuss progress.

Be good and tell it

The Date Labelling Coalition will be launched to an international audience and the press
during the Towards Halving Food Waste in Europe conference.

Food Waste Free United, together with the members of the Coalition, will ensure active
communication of results achieved.

The accession of new members is viewed as a further point for communication concerning the
activities of the Date Labelling Coalition.

Final provisions

This Date Labelling Coalition shall take effect on the day after it is signed by all the parties.
The parties shall implement the agreements set out in this Date Labelling Coalition as quickly
as possible.
The agreements within this Date Labelling Coalition shall be implemented in accordance with
the law of the European Union, in particular insofar as the agreements fall under the operation
of the European rules on tendering, competition, state aid and technical standards and
regulations.
In the implementation of the agreements in this Date Labelling Coalition, the safeguarding of
food safety and the provision of accurate consumer information in accordance with Regulation
EU 1169/2011 will not be compromised.
Within one month after signing this Date Labelling Coalition, Food Waste Free United shall
establish a working group which will be charged with the implementation of this Date Labelling
Coalition.
Accession of new parties:
o New parties are permitted to join this Coalition
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o A new party shall submit its request to join to Food Waste Free United, and this
foundation shall assess this request.
¢ Any party may terminate this Date Labelling Coalition by providing one month’s notice in
writing.
e The parties agree that compliance with the agreements of the Date Labelling Coalition is not
legally enforceable. However, Food Waste Free United may expel parties from the coalition if
the agreements made are not met.

Thus agreed by the following parties on various dates:

Date Labelling Coalition participants:

Name: Name:

Role: Role:
Organisation : Organisation :
Date: Date:
Signature: Signature:
Name: Name:

Role: Role:
Organisation : Organisation :
Date: Date:
Signature: Signature:
Name: Name:

Role: Role:
Organisation : Organisation :
Date: Date:
Signature: Signature:
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Name:

Role:

Organisation :

Date:

Signature:

Name:

Role:

Organisation :

Date:

Signature:
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